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From the Village Wilds to the Memorial Temples

—A Brief Discussion on Changes in the Village Landscape

HE Xi
( Department of History, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong,999077 )

Abstract : In view of death,the traditional rustic outlook involves concepts of gods, ghosts and ances-
tors. It is the miniature of the traditional royal outlook. In the eyes of emperors, “ Although the world
of the living and that of the dead differ in their ways,the principles that govern them are the same. ”
So the ceremonies of ancestor worship in the village memorial temples penetrate and correspond with
the dynastic ruling orders. The stipulations of the Imperial courts not only governed local practices,
but also recognized the local traditions. The acting out of village ceremonies by villagers and their rit-
ual specialists, therefore , represents the creation and adaptation of imperial ceremonies in their own
settings. Sacrifice to spirits of the ancestors relates to village boundaries and property rights. The
close linkage of human beings,ancestors, gods and land makes up the fundamentals of village socie-
ty. From the middle of the Ming Dynasty,the evolution of the ancestral halls according to such ideas
contributed to the landscape of south China villages.
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